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IN THE first case of cow vigilan-
tism in Bihar, a week after the
JD(U) tied up with the BJP to form
the state government, three men
were allegedly beaten by local res-
idents in Bhojpur Thursday on
suspicion that they were trans-
porting prohibited meat in a truck.

The truck, which was inter-
cepted near Shahpur, has been
seized and meat samples sent for
laboratory tests, said police. Police
suspect that the truck, which was
bound for West Bengal, was car-
rying buffalo meat.

Cow and buffalo slaughter is
banned in the state under the
Bihar Preservation and Improve-
ment of Animals Act, 1955.

Police have arrested the three

who were assaulted and identi-
fied them as Sarfuddin Khan and
Ajmulllah Khan from Bikramganj
and Gulam Khan of Hariharganj
in Rohtas district. However, those
who intercepted the truck are yet
to be identified, said police.

“We have arrested the three
and conducted a raid at one loca-
tion in Ranisagar based on the in-
formation they provided, located
a slaughterhouse and sealed it.
The three have been booked un-
der provisions of the 1955 Act.
Similar incidents were reported
from Shahpur in 2009 and 2014,”
said Daya Shanker, Sub Divisional
Police Officer (SDPO), Jagdishpur.

“Only the driver suffered a mi-
nor injury. Local youths beat up
the driver, and there was no law-
and-order problem as such. We
promptly intervened and seized
the truck, and sent the meat sam-

ple for laboratory tests,” he said.
Speaking about the incident,

Bihar Animal Husbandry and
Fisheries Department Minister
Pashupati Kumar Paras said, “We
are getting the Bhojpur matter
probed by the district administra-
tion. We have asked for all the de-
tails”. Asked if the BJP joining the
government could have provoked
the attack, the LJP leader said:
“One must not look at such things
through the BJP-LJP prism. It is a
law-and-order issue”.

Residents ofShahpur said the
incident took place at around 6 am
when the truck left from
Ranisagar, a Muslim-dominated
locality. The truck was intercepted
by a group of men at Shahpur
Chowk, who assaulted the three
men inside, including the driver,
who said they were carrying buf-
falo meat to West Bengal, said res-

idents. The Ranisagar area has no
legal slaughterhouse, said police.

Following the incident, local
residents staged a protest and cre-
ated roadblocks to protest the “po-
lice's inaction and inability to
check beef trade in the area”. The
protest was called off after police
assured action on the issue.

The 1955 Act prohibits the
slaughter of cows, calves, buffalo,
bulls and bullock unless permit-
ted by authorities -- such permis-
sion is granted only for bulls or
buffaloes that are over 25 years old
and cannot breed. The Act also
prohibits the export ofcows, buf-
faloes, calves and bulls from Bihar.

Shahpur police station in-
charge Bipin Kumar said that lo-
cal residents had previously com-
plained about cases ofprohibited
meat being transported from the
area.

First attack over meat in
Bihar: 3 held, beaten up

Filmmaker booked for showing caste in bad light

ARUN JANARDHANAN 
CHENNAI, AUGUST 3

MADURAI POLICE Thursday
booked 25-year-old documen-
tary fillmmaker Divya Bharathi
on a complaint by Dalit party
Puthiya Thamizhagam alleging
that her latest work ‘Kakkoos’
(Toilet) shows Pallar, a Scheduled
Caste, in bad light. This comes al-
most a week after Bharathi filed
a police complaint over nearly

1,000 threat calls she received for
the film.

Bharathi has been booked

under sections 153 (promoting
enmity between different
groups on grounds of religion,
race etc), and 505 (promoting
hatred among communities,
classes). Police sources said
Puthiya Thamizhagam has ob-
jected to mention of the Pallar
caste name in the film on man-
ual scavengers in Tamil Nadu
and alleged that she has links
with left extremist groups. 

The controversy over the 1-
hour-49-minute film, which re-

leased online in February, started
last week. Bharathi said it was not
the film, but her intervention in
the cause of a group of conser-
vancy workers that prompted
the protest. 

The conservancy workers,
she said, were allegedly harassed
and engaged in manual scaveng-
ing by an official of Anna
University in Dindigul. The offi-
cial is from Pallar community and
is close to Puthiya Thamizhagam
leader K Krishnasamy, she said. 

Divya Bharathi shooting for
a film.Express
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AS MANYas 8.8 million people in
India were found to be blind in
2015 and another 47.7 million
people had moderate and severe
vision impairment, according to a
study published online by The
Lancet Global Health journal on
August 2.

Worldwide, there are an esti-
mated 36 million people who are
blind and this is set to grow to al-
most 115 million people by 2050,
with the highest number in devel-
oping countries in Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa, according to the
study. 

Although rates of blindness
and vision impairment have gone

down in recent years,the number
ofcases has increased as the world
population has aged, said profes-
sor Rupert Bourne of the Anglia
Ruskin University in the UK who is
the lead author of the study.
Between 1990 and 2015, the ab-
solute number ofblind people in-
creased by 17.9 per cent. 

In India, there were 7.2 million
blind people in 1990, which rose
to 8.8 million in 2015, making the
country the home of almost a
quarter of the total 36 million
blind people. 

The Lancet study was funded
by the Brien Holden Vision
Institute, headquartered in
Australia, and included re-
searchers from Anglia Ruskin
University, University ofOxford, L
V Prasad Eye Institute in India and
others. The study also suggested

that prevalence rates could see an
upturn by 2020 up to 0.50 per cent
rise for blindness and 3.06 per
cent for vision impairment.

The areas most affected are
developing regions. For example,
11.7 million people who are blind
lived in south Asia in 2015. 

Dr G V S Murthy, the director
ofIndian Institute ofPublic Health,
Hyderabad and professor at the
International Centre for Eye
Health, London School ofHygiene
and Tropical Medicine, said the
number ofpeople above 50 years
had increased by 13 per cent in
India and despite a decline in the
prevalence ofblindness from 1 per
cent to 0.6 per cent in the country,
“we still have a large number of
blind people”.

Professor Rohit Khanna, the
associate director ofthe L V Prasad

Eye Institute, said that with most
vision impairment being a result
of ageing as the population con-
tinues to grow and age, the num-
ber of people affected has in-
creased globally.

The same trend is true for
India. “While one million eye re-
lated surgeries were done in the
90s, across the country the num-
ber has shot up to six to seven mil-
lion,” he said.  Other key re-
searchers include professor Vinay
Nangia, the director of the Suraj
Eye Institute, Nagpur, and Dr
Ronnie George of the Medical
Research Foundation in Chennai. 

India is the first country in the
world to launch a national blind-
ness control programme in 1976,
Dr Parikshit Gogate, in charge of
the Community Eye Care
Foundation, said. 

8.8 million blind in India in 2015: Lancet
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mKÌhÂ@¼Ì ¬OÌûù¼ÿ¼� KÌöÌ �Ì¬¼�‡¼Ì
—¼.9.32 ÿ¼¼Q¼û¼¼Z ÿ¼¼Í[¼ K�Â
Š¼ÂhÂ@¼¼A
‡¼¡¼Â ½yÿ°Â, t¼¼.3

Ah¼ÿ¼Â‡¼Â ¬¼ÆŠ¼�ù¼¼AK
ù¼‡¼¼¡¼t¼Â KZŠ¼‡¼Â mKÌhÂ@¼Ì @¼¼]Ì
t¼Ì‡¼Â ¬OÌûù¼ÿ¼� KÌöÌ �Ì¬¼� û¼¼Ìmÿ¼‡¼Ì
—¼.9.32 ÿ¼¼Q¼ (@¼ÌL¬¼ £¼¼Ì-—
û¼)‡¼¼ Š¼œ¼�Z¾ú¼K ú¼¼¡¼Ì �]È K�Â \Ì.
ü¼Æ�¼Ì-4 ¬¼Æ¬¼ZS¼t¼ h¢Â‡¼ ½¬¼½ÿ¼‡m�‡¼Â
803¬¼Â¬¼Â @¼Ì½‡]‡¼ †¼�¼¡¼t¼Â KÌöÌ
�Ì¬¼� 8,250 @¼¼�Š¼Â@¼Ìû¼ EŠ¼�
73@¼Ì[¼Š¼Â t¼x¼¼ 5,750
@¼¼�Š¼Â@¼Ìû¼ EŠ¼� 67@¼Ì‡¼@¼Ìû¼‡¼Â
h¼ÌK™ Š¼œy¼‡¼ K�Ì \Ì, @¼Ìû¼ mKÌhÂ@¼Ì
@¼ÌK ½‡¼¡¼Ìy‡¼û¼¼Z ]r¼¼¡ü¼ÆZ °t¼ÆZ. @¼¼
¬¼ÆŠ¼�ù¼¼AK ½yÿ°Â @¼Ì‡¼¬¼Â@¼¼�,
û¼ÆZù¼A, ù¼ÍS¼ÿ¼Æ—, Š¼Ær¼Ì, @¼û¼y¼¡¼¼y

@¼‡¼Ì K¼Ì[¼Â Q¼¼t¼Ì @¼¼¡¼Ìÿ¼Â t¼û¼¼û¼
mKÌhÂ ½mÿ¼�½£¼Š¼û¼¼Z EŠ¼ÿ¼ù†¼
�°Ì£¼Ì. mKÌhÂ A¾‡mü¼¼ û¼Ì‡¼Ì½]ZS¼
½m�ÌLh� ¬¼S¼Ä KÌ‡¼¼Ì¡¼¼¬¼ S¼�ÂS¼¼@¼Ì

K¶¼ÆZ \Ì KÌ @¼û¼‡¼Ì ½¡¼§¼¼¬¼ \Ì KÌ mKÌhÂ
¬OÌûù¼ÿ¼� KÌöÌ �Ì¬¼� ]Ì¡¼Â
½¡¼§¼Š¼œ½¬¼~ û¼¼Ìmÿ¼‡¼Ì ú¼¼�t¼û¼¼Z
Š¼r¼ ¬¼öº¼t¼¼Š¼È¡¼™K �]È K�Â£¼ÆZ.

KÌ@¼Ìû¼ù¼Â@¼Ì ù¼[¼t¼ Q¼¼t¼¼ EŠ¼�
H[¼¼ ¡ü¼¼]y�¼Ì ̂ º¼¡¼Â �¼Qü¼¼
Š¼ÂhÂ@¼¼A
û¼Æ Zù¼A, t¼¼.3

yÌ£¼‡¼Â h¼Ì[¼‡¼Â ½†¼�¼r¼ ù¼ÍK
@¼Ì¬¼ù¼Â@¼¼A@¼Ì t¼Ì‡¼¼ ¬¼Ì½¡¼ZS¬¼
@¼ÌK¼E‡h ¡ü¼¼] y�û¼¼Z y.5
hK¼‡¼¼Ì ¡¼†¼Æ Š¼mt¼Â t¼�ÿ¼t¼¼‡¼ÆZ
K¼�r¼ @¼¼Š¼Â‡¼Ì T¼h¼m¼Ì Kü¼¼Î \Ì,
t¼Ì‡¼¼ @¼ÌK ½y¡¼¬¼ ù¼¼y û¼†ü¼û¼
Ky‡¼Â ½†¼�¼r¼ ù¼ÍK K¼ÌhK
û¼½°‡„¼ ù¼ÍK (KÌ@¼Ìû¼ù¼Â)@¼Ì
@¼¼]Ì ]r¼¼¡ü¼ÆZ °t¼ÆZ KÌ t¼Ì t¼Ì‡¼Â
H[¼¼ ¡ü¼¼] y�‡¼Â @¼¼Ìö¬¼™‡¼Ì
[¼¼ÿ¼Æ �¼Q¼£¼Ì. 

½¬¼hÂ-°ÌmL¡¼¼h™m™ Q¼¼‡¼S¼Â
½†¼�¼r¼ ù¼ÍKÌ ]r¼¼¡ü¼ÆZ °t¼ÆZ KÌ t¼Ì —
½Š¼ü¼¼ @¼ÌK ÿ¼¼Q¼ ¬¼Æ†¼Â‡¼Â
x¼¼Š¼r¼¼Ì û¼¼hÌ Š¼¼Z[¼ hK¼‡¼¼
¡¼¼½©¼™K ¡ü¼¼]‡¼Â @¼‡¼Ì —½Š¼ü¼¼
@¼ÌK K�¼Ìm ¬¼Æ†¼Â‡¼Â x¼¼Š¼r¼¼Ì Š¼�
6 hK¼‡¼¼ ¡ü¼¼] y�‡¼Â @¼¼Ìö¬¼™‡¼Ì
[¼¼ÿ¼Æ �¼Q¼£¼Ì. 

K‡eü¼Æû¼� ù¼Í½KZS¼ û¼¼hÌ‡¼¼
t¼Ì‡¼¼ Š¼œû¼ÆQ¼ £¼¼Z½t¼ AK¼û¼ù¼¼�¼û¼Ì
Š¼ÂhÂ@¼¼A‡¼Ì ]r¼¼¡ü¼ÆZ °t¼ÆZ KÌ
@¼û¼‡¼Ì ÿ¼¼S¼Ì \Ì KÌ ½�hÌÿ¼
øÌ‡[¼¼Ad ½‡¼û¼¼™r¼ K�¡¼¼‡¼¼Ì @¼¼

ü¼¼ÌSü¼ ¬¼û¼ü¼ \Ì @¼‡¼Ì ¬¼Ì½¡¼ZS¬¼
ù¼ÍK Q¼t¼¼‡¼¼ H[¼¼ y�¼Ìx¼Â \ÌŸ¼¼
w¼r¼x¼Â [¼¼� ¡¼©¼¼Îû¼¼Z @¼û¼‡¼Ì @¼¼
ù¼¼ù¼t¼Ì û¼°t¡¼Š¼Èr¼™ û¼yy û¼º¼Â
\Ì. 

ù¼ÍKÌ @¼ÌK û¼¼w¼ ½�½¡¼d‡¼ —
½Š¼ü¼¼ @¼ÌK K�¼Ìmx¼Â Š¼¼Z[¼ K�¼Ìm
¡¼[[¼Ì‡¼Â ù¼[¼t¼ Q¼¼t¼¼ x¼¼Š¼r¼¼Ì
Š¼�‡¼ÆZ ¡ü¼¼] 0.5 hK¼ T¼h¼mÂ‡¼Ì
5.5 hK¼ Kü¼Æ™ \Ì Š¼�Zt¼Æ
AK¼û¼ù¼¼�¼û¼Ì t¼�t¼ Eû¼Ìü¼Æ™ °t¼ÆZ KÌ
KÌ@¼Ìû¼ù¼Â‡¼¼ 99.9 hK¼
S¼œ¼°K¼Ì û¼¼hÌ‡¼¼ ¡ü¼¼] y�¼Ì

ü¼x¼¼¡¼t¼ �¼Q¼¡¼¼û¼¼Z @¼¼¡ü¼¼ \Ì.
ÿ¼¼Ì‡¼ ÿ¼Ì‡¼¼�¼ ]Ìhÿ¼¼ ]
û¼°t¡¼‡¼¼ ù¼[¼t¼K¼�¼Ì ù¼ÍK û¼¼hÌ
�¶¼¼ \Ì. K¼ÌhK û¼½°‡„¼ ù¼ÍKÌ —
½Š¼ü¼¼ @¼ÌK K�¼Ìm ¬¼Æ†¼Â‡¼Â ù¼[¼t¼
K�‡¼¼�¼ û¼¼hÌ ¡ü¼¼] y� ̂ º¼¡¼Â
�¼Qü¼¼ \Ì. 

—½Š¼ü¼¼ @¼ÌK ÿ¼¼Q¼x¼Â @¼ÌK
K�¼Ìm ¬¼Æ†¼Â‡¼Â ù¼[¼t¼ Š¼� 6 hK¼
¡ü¼¼] y� ü¼x¼¼¡¼t¼ �°Ì£¼Ì, t¼Ìû¼
KÌ@¼Ìû¼ù¼Â‡¼¼ [¼Ì�û¼‡¼Ì @¼‡¼Ì
û¼Ì‡¼Ì½]ZS¼ m¼ü¼�ÌLh� Eyü¼ K¼ÌhKÌ
@¼ÌK ½h¢hû¼¼Z ]r¼¼¡ü¼ÆZ °t¼ÆZ.


